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February 23, 2011

Mr. Geoffrey C. Blackwell
Federal Communications Commission
Chief, Office of Native Affairs and Policy
445 12Th Street, 5W
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 and WC Docket No. 03-109 and Notice of Ex Parte Communication

Dear Mr. Blackwell,

This notice of Ex Parte communication is to inform and confirm that I, Mr. Darrell Gerlaugh, held a
telephone conversation with Ms. Rebekah Bina of the FCC Wireline Competition Bureau,
Telecommunications Access Policy Division, on Thursday, December 23, 20lD. Also present on the same
telephone conversation was Mr. Geoffrey Blackwell of the FCC, Office of Native Affairs and Policy.

In this telephone conversation I discussed with the FCC representatives the significance and importance
of the lifeline and link-up programs to low-income tribal community members of the Gila River Indian
Community ("GRIC"), to Gila River Telecommunications, Inc. ("GRTI"), and as I'm President of the
National Tribal Telecommunications Association ("NITA"), the significance and importance of the
lifeline and link-up programs to all tribal telecommunication companies and all Native Americans.

Specific to our conversation, I urged the expansion of the lifeline and link-up programs to include
additional federal government, as well as tribal government, low-income programs, such as, but not
limited to, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations ("FDPIR") and the Gila River Indian
Community Educational Assistance Program ("EAP"). Additional federal and tribal low-income programs
that would qualify Native American individuals for lifeline and link-up support should also be taken in to
consideration by the FCC.

The use and expansion of lifeline and link-up service throughout Native America is crucial to the
development, sustainment and advancement of both telecommunications and broadband services.
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Darrell Gerlaugh, Bo aof Director
Gila River Telecommunications, Inc.

"Proudly serving the Gila River Indian Community since 1988"


